CHAPTER XII.
0 My notice of the Presidential election of 1824-5 will be confined mainly to the State of New York. An Unforeseen occurrence gave the principal part of her electoral vote to Mr. Adams, and an accidental circumstance, bearing upon that vote, turned the question finally in his favor in the House of Representatives.
By the law of the State, passed at a very early period, the Electors of President and Vice President were directed to be appointed by the Legislature. The election of members of the latter body in 1823 was held with direct reference to the Presidential question and resulted in the choice of a very decided majority supposed to be and which was, at the tune, favorable to the election of William H. Crawford. The friends of the other Candidates, recognizing their defeat, demanded a second trial. A transaction something like this occurred in 1800—the object being to defeat Mr. Jefferson. After a Legislature had been chosen known to be favorable to him an application was made to Gov. Jay (as appears from his Life, by his son,) by a prominent federalist, to call the old legislature, whose time had not expired, to choose the Presidential electors, which Mr. Jay very properly refused to entertain.
The movement now made was of a far more plausible character. It was demanded that the Electors should be chosen by the People, instead of being appointed by the Legislature, as had been the previous usage and as the existing law directed. The unreasonableness of this demand under the circumstances was apparent, but its rejection was nevertheless a matter of great delicacy. It was an awkward affair for a party which prided itself on being most in favor of employing the direct agency of the People in the conduct of public affairs, to refuse such an application when there was yet time enough to accede to it and to carry it into effect. It seemed, at least, in thus refusing, to place itself in a false position. Our opponents pressed this view of the subject with much earnestness and considerable influence. But I have never doubted that we would have been able to sustain ourselves before the country if it had not been for a very unexpected and badly advised step taken by our friends at the mo-
0 MS. Bopk II, p. 1.
'	142

